Systematic Theology
#2—Interpreting the Bible—Part I
Becoming an Independent Student of Scripture

Exercise

What Bible study and interpretation approaches or requirements might be needed in order to assess each of the following interpretations or positions and determine their accuracy? 
What theological issues are involved?
Example: Philippians 4:19 is usually taken to mean that God will supply what we need in whatever service we undertake for him. 

· We need to buck the trend here, because most people hold to this interpretation.
· Looking at the wider context of the whole book leads us to see that Paul wrote the letter to thank the Philippians for their giving.

· In the narrower context, we find that the Philippians had given sacrificially. So the topic is sacrificial giving.

· We always need to be careful to connect portions of Scripture with the portions that appear around them.

· We would probably then conclude that Paul is telling the Philippians that they will be supplied by God if they give generously to the point of not having enough for their own needs.

1. Some take Rev. 20:4 to refer to a definite 1000-year period. Others take it to refer to the present Church age.
2. The Pelagian holds that there is no such thing as original sin, so we have no sin nature. Semi-Pelagians hold that man is fallen but there is a portion of our nature that is unaffected by the fall, so we are able to move ourselves toward God. 
3. According to the Openness of God (Open Theism) proponents Jonah 3:10 demonstrates that God “planned one thing (namely, judgment) based on the sin and wickedness of Nineveh, but then when he learned that they had repented, God himself ‘repented’ and changed his mind about what he had planned to do. How could God thus change his mind, asks the open theist, if he had already known exactly what the Ninevites would do? Does this change of mind not indicate that God does not know the entire future?” (Bruce Ware, 17)
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